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Ward, Maisie. Gilbert Keith Chesterton. Sheed and 


Ward. September 27, 1943. 675p. $4.50. 


the end Cecil Chesterton’s fine book his brother, 
speculates upon the survival value—not G.K.C. 
man letters; had certain definite ideas that— 
but the Chestertonian personality. And proceeds 
solve his own query this manner: suppose the 
answer that question depends whether should 
have the good fortune find Boswell.” Well, re- 
viewer his right senses would think the daughter 
Wilfrid Ward Boswell her definitive biography 
Chesterton attempt Boswellize this great Franklin 
strayed from the broad Canterbury Road English letters. 
The Boswell trick was pulled off magnificently this very 
year for Bernard Shaw Hesketh Pearson; but Shaw, 
for all his inner dissimilarity the bluff Doctor, was 
more like Johnson than Chesterton this vital respect: 
there self-conscious, hectoring relish about his witti- 
cisms that cries out for verbatim photography. Like John- 
son one eternal conversation-piece, even if, unlike 
Johnson, the backdrop vegetable garden and hygienic 
Jaeger rather than the inn-table the Mitre. Sometimes, 
true, the décor shifts Ireland Russia, but the 
fixed center remains brilliantly static, whereas Chester- 
ton’s case—and one wishes disavow Chesterton 
formidable talker—we are dealing with deeper thing 
than eighty-seven year monologue merely; reader and 
biographer alike confront the immensely more difficult 
task recording and interpreting six decades spiritual 
soliloquy, quest, and culmination. Here very 
fitting that the daughter Wilfrid Ward should for 
the Catholic champion this century what her father 
did well for last century’s paladin, John Henry New- 
man. G.K.C., the lover tradition, must surely 


flourishing heavenly tankard approval this con- 
tinuity both competence and sympathy. 


However, revert the Boswell parallel, rather 
were have full-length portrait from the finely- 
poised white hand Mrs. And while detractors 
might sneer: what has anything feminine with this 
apotheosis the untidy, this scorner hairbrush and 
brace, this walking tun sack and humours? Why, 
there much said, even priori, for woman biog- 
rapher for Gilbert Chesterton. True, she could not well 
trail him into the taverns Fleet St., but had his 
equally important tea Topmeadowside, and, what 
more, curiously epicene daintiness sensibility the 
good, not the Bunthorne sense the term, which almost 
more feminine than masculine. addition, only one 
Jane Austen’s lethal sex could have dealt the officious 
Mrs. Cecil Chesterton her proper comeuppance for that 
crowning infamy our generation: the Pecksniffian Bill- 
ingsgate The Chestertons. Belloc Wyndham Lewis 
might have invoked against her scalding Rabelaisian 
curse straight out The Path Rome the latter’s biog- 
raphy Francois Villon; but aside from the consideration 
seemliness and chivalry, Mrs. Sheed’s handling 
devastating can be. Not since Lady Catherine 
Bourgh has shrew been flayed more neatly; unless 
Mrs. Roebeck the Bellocian ballades and epigrams. 


Aside from these excellences gender, there are many 
minor felicities remark, conspicuous among these being 
the judicious treatment that King Charles’ head among 
Chestertonian cruces, the Marconi case. When one con- 
siders the maze into which even such recent biographers 
Scott Buchan and Grierson are led over the compara- 
tively simple details the 
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actions, one’s admiration soars before the practical acumen 
Mrs. Sheed and her husband who collaborated with 
her upon the financial and political perplexities this 
chapter. Allied this problem the cognate one the 
Chesterbelloc’s attitude toward the Party System and the 
alleged Front Bench collusion within Parliament. Over 
this vexed point Mrs. Sheed shows admirable restraint, 
and one feels she right siding with Douglas Woodruff 
and Christopher Hollis against the more extreme theory 
Belloc. the same time one wonders she any- 
thing more than harshly just Peter Wanderwide. With 
all due respect the tender sex toasted ardently 
the Junior Debating Club with G.K.C. the chair, what 
woman, even one married Irishman, can honestly ap- 
preciate the austere republican maleness and secular dig- 
nity that quarrelsome tribune the people? easier 
understand and love the good-natured mirth the 
Cockney saint than the sardonic mirth the Parisian 
soldier, even Belloc’s saturnine realism and the evidence 
his own little book Chesterton might lead one 
suppose would concur the comparative estimate. 


The crowning achievement the book is, course, its 
careful and beautifully rounded portrait G.K.C. all 
his many avatars Dickens, Blake, Whitman, Cobbett, 
More, and the Fat Boy; and this without any the 
bravura Guedalla the falsetto posturings Strachey. 
There were chances for this sort thing—think what 
Strachey might have done with the incident G.K.C.’s 
reception into the Church when fished his capacious 
pocket for the requisite penny catechism and came in- 
stead with more heterodox penny shocker—but Mrs. 
Sheed has been content bequeath this magic fishpond 
incident the many biographers who are sure come 
after. She did not care obtrude her personality between 
the reader and the patient, humble sitter views upon 
her generous canvas. interesting recall what 
G.K.C. once wrote Forster this connection, for 
suits his own biographer well: good book biog- 
raphy one which the book vanishes and the man 
remains; not the man who wrote the book but the man 
about whom was written.” This not tantamount 
saying that Mrs. Sheed’s work has personality; 
instinct with very lovely personality and very gracious 
wit. One recalls, quite another connection, the testy 
rebuke one the royal Georges once administered 
Gibbon: “What! Another damned fat book! It’s always 
scribble, scribble, scribble, eh, Mr. Sheed’s 
fat book, all right; whacking fat book. But lesser 
reliquary could compass the great heart and great body 
that jested infinitely well and often about its own great 
size, and that found the Introit his death-day’s Mass 
one last good joke about its girth: The Lord became 
protector and brought forth into large place. 
Charles Brady 


Ingersoll, Captain Ralph. The Battle the 
court, Brace. Aug. 26, 1943. 217p. $2.00. 


books about the war there will end. Some have 
been definitive treatments certain aspects, such the 
two dealing with the Burma campaign, Belden’s Retreat 
With Stilwell and Seagrave’s Burma Surgeon; others 
Malta Story, highly fictionalized versions portion 
campaign. Most the accounts have been war corre- 


Best SELLERs 


spondents. The Battle the Pay-off differs from any yet 
reviewed Best Sellers employing battle, that 
Guettar, case history exemplify the constitution 
and working army and show the need for most 
intensive toughening trainees. also psycho- 
logical preparation for parents and leaders 
demand more rigorous training. 


civilian Ralph Ingersoll was editor the journalistic 
world’s recent novelty paper PM. the army, mem- 
ber the Engineers, was assigned Africa and 
ported for duty Gabes just before the American drive 
was launched the Italian stronghold 


combatant who advanced with the Rangers saw 


much the fighting; top-notch journalist and edu- 
cator records clearly not only the events that critical 
battle but fill the technical details army organization 
needed civilians understand what battle means. 
American wants make his fellow Americans 
realize what needed material and training soldiers 
order “impose our will the enemy”. 


What makes this book worthwhile the clarity with 
which Captain Ingersoll describes the organization 
terms actual persons and problems, the Ameri- 
can soldiers North Africa facing the problem dis- 
lodging the Italo-German force narrow “funnel” be- 
tween mountain ranges. When lay down the volume 
know something about 1-G. and their functions; 
“terrain” has acquired meaning broader than “the 
ground which one stands”; battle shown group 
actions rather than two long opposing lines hammering 
each other like two football teams; the result battle 
the sum these local actions; understand the con- 
stant news references “mining” activities; agree that 
“an army quite thing”. addition being good 
analyst the Captain good story teller. One will hardly 
forget the battle with the Foreign Legion which many 
“died honorably, but the first stone well had not been 
full when the attack began one need have died all. 
was the first well’s being full that caused all the shoot- 
ing.” The tale the old French soldier and the road 
block and that the lieutenant who captured garrison 
shouting “Hi, Ho, Silver” will often retold. Quite 
timely, too, though unintentionally so, are his words 
praise for the war correspondents who may need bit 
cheer now after the unmerciful satire shelled them 
Marquand’s Little Time. 


This good book, accomplishing its purpose showing 
civilians that the battle the pay-off where the quality 
the training tested. And the Captain definitely thinks 
there great hiatus between our luxurious training and 
battle conditions. wants tougher training, not abuse 
Johnny camp but save his life battle and save 
the American future. recommendation, carries 
some profanity (an inconsiderable amount), 
fore reserved for adults. 


McMillan, Richard. Mediterranean Assignment. 
day, Doran. Aug. 20, 1943. 332p. $3.00. 


war correspondent book the routine manner, with 
some chapters special importance. The author was 
with the British troops North Africa and Greece from 
November 1940, made the recent landing with them 
Sicily, and was wounded there. His report therefore 
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reliable eyewitness account the whole course Mr. 
Churchill’s great gamble which gave us, first, muddle- 
ment, defeat, and Tobruk, and finally Alamein, Gen- 
eral Montgomery and victory. 


Like the desert campaign, this book lulls and 
sharp series hits. Much the 332 pages you have 
already read effect dozen other war books. The 
author did not avoid front-line positions and has conse- 
quently been bombed, shot at, and otherwise imperiled 
his complete retrospective satisfaction; one cannot 
blame him for describing these experiences somewhat 
great length. But the really significant chapters are those 
which dissect the early failures and later successes 
British logistics and strategy North Africa; and the 
best passages, from the literary standpoint, are the finely 
drawn characterizations General Montgomery and 
Rommel. There just about enough new material and 
fresh viewpoint the book counterbalance the run- 
of-the-mill sections which, must said, comprise most 
the volume. 


The author leaves doubt about the lack organiza- 
tion and glaring inefficiency the British North African 
Army the early days the campaign. The half-hearted 
and confused legions Graziani would have been easy 
prey for really co-ordinated and aggressive military ma- 
chine. But, Mr. McMillan frankly admits, the “de- 
fense” tradition and the deadwood General Headquar- 
ters had rejected before could conjure victory 
from the sands. The author goes even further. The 
British 8th Army, says, was demoralized when Mont- 
gomery took over. They freely criticized their leaders. 
story going the rounds Alamein reflected the attitude 
the men toward the staff: 


Hitler had dream victory the desert. this 
dream saw Rommel attack and capture Tobruk. 
The Afrika Korps continued its advance down the road 
toward Alexandria, which also capitulated. The Ger- 
mans marched Cairo. They captured the outskirts 
and advanced G.H.Q. They attacked again, but 
this time they were trampled down overwhelmingly 
superior numbers! (p. 183). 


must said, however, defence the British, that 
their decision divide their forces and aid the Greeks 
contributed the early weakness the 8th Army (p. 
90). Also, the British effort North Africa, with all its 
deficiencies, forced Hitler (after the Italian collapse) 
open another front there, when would have preferred 
concentrate his power other sectors (p. 92-93). 


The author gives full and deserved credit General 
Montgomery for his magnificent job reorganization and 
reorientation British strategy. The “desert 
Mr. Churchill called him, adopted “attack!” his 
motto, and used his tanks with even greater shrewdness 
than did his able adversary. treating the real func- 
tion the tank, the author writes some illuminating 
pages. shows how Montgomery placed the tank its 
position—not the primary offensive weapon, but 
auxiliary fast, hard-hitting infantry charges, 
frank reversion the supposedly outmoded tactics 


1918: 


Armour [tanks] should used, principally, fast 
pursuit elements once the infantry has broken away, 


Churchill 


with the artillery, through the enemy defence works. 
put this thesis into practice the Mareth 
line attacks. There Montgomery held his fast armoured 
units readiness jump after Rommel once the bar- 
rage and the shock troops had blasted way clear for 
armour advance (p. 308). 


gratifying learn that American-made material was 
large and decisive factor the North African campaign. 
Not until the arrival our Sherman tanks, says Mr. Mc- 
Millan, were the British match for Rommel armour 


(p. 308). 


few rather racy descriptions render the book not quite 
suitable for younger readers. recommended without 
great enthusiasm for adults who know the art chapter- 


skipping. 
Joseph Durkin, 
University Scranton 


Churchill, Winston The End the Beginning. Little, 
Brown. Aug. 1943. 322p. $3.50. 


The careless book-buyer might easily misled the 
title this volume. not new book Mr. Churchill. 
compilation made Charles Eade the British 
Premier’s public utterances delivered the coure 1942. 
carries the plan the same compiler’s The Unre- 
lenting Struggle, which covered Mr. Churchill’s wartime 
speeches and messages down the end 1941. 


The contents The End the Beginning include forty- 
three messages the Armed Forces, British home or- 
ganizations, colonial authorities the British Common- 
wealth and Britain’s allies; twenty-three statements and 
answers questions the House Commons; 
eight speeches Parliament, the British public and 
the world; and the joint statement issued Mr. Churchill 
and President Roosevelt June, 1942. 


Mr. Eade’s own contribution the book two-page 
introduction, which sums very well the situation 
the outset 1942, and some twenty pages running 
chronological table war events, which, interpolated 
among the Churchill messages and speeches, correlate for 
the reader the Prime Minister’s words with the happen- 
ings that evoked them. 


And what events they were, that make the background 
for Mr. Churchill’s utterances! During the terrible first 
half the year the Japanese were seemingly fair way 
overrun the whole Far East. Strongholds the British 
public had been taught regard impregnable had 
fallen like card houses. The Germans were apparently 
position cut England’s lifeline the Orient taking 
the Suez Canal. all the burden disaster rested 
the rounded shoulders old man who had come 
power England’s darkest days, after lifetime politics 
which had won him more derision than applause, more 
suspicion than confidence. 


The End the Beginning will give its American readers 
some notion how Winston Churchill, long regarded 
brilliant, unpredictable, restless and (worst all for 
British public man) rather amusing adventurer 
came symbolize the Empire the very spirit dogged 
determination, boundless sacrifice and unwearying effort 
which lay not only that Empire’s sole hope victory, 
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but its single chance for survival. will also make them 


proud that Mr. Churchill half American blood. 


Generally speaking, collection this sort interest 
only that comparatively small class readers who 
find source-books useful—journalists, historians and the 
like. But Winston Churchill extraordinary man 
and plays large part the present world-shaking 
conflict, that almost everything says and writes 
universal interest. Therefore The End the Beginning, 
like its predecessor The Unrelenting Struggle, well 
worth the attention every reader endowed with wits 
enough understand serious book. 


Mr. Eade has done his work well. has included 
some trivialities, that, compilation this kind, 
fault the right side. index would have made this 
good book even better. 

Winston, 


Richmond, Virginia 


Sinclair, John Time Harvest. Macmillan. Aug. 
24, 1943. 226p. $2.50. 


Due the diversity cultural and economic origins 
its people our country furnishes fertile field for the 
regional novel, field which rich the emotional 
potentialities necessary good novel. When these 
novels deal with the lives people closely linked the 
land they attain power never well realized against 


urban background. John Sinclair’s Time Harvest 
novel this type dealing with the later homesteaders 
the Southwest. Specifically the scene the bean farm- 
ing country, New Mexico, the time from 1919 on. 


Tod McClung was bean raisin’ fool. knew the land, 
worked with it, loved and the land reciprocated. Fay- 
belle, his wife, was sturdy woman able work with 


her man and for him and their children. the latter 
there were six—Roddy, Sudie, Jay-Boy, Tewp, Buster and 
Lyndel. Tod prospered but stayed close the land and 
the whole family led relatively primitive life. The chil- 
dren did not school for Tod believed that their 
education must that the land. And the family 
developed until about 1925 when the various currents 
stirred them into their various paths. The eldest four 
children, Roddy, Sudie, Jay-Boy and Tewp had fallen 
under the spell Piddle, Faybelle’s daddy, who “was 
he-rounder from way back”. Piddle spoke but little save 
relate his own past adventures which were the most 
sordid. Buster and Lyndel abhorred him and they alone 
showed promise future development. 


all the years the McClungs had had but little 
with their neighbors. They were not irreligious but did 
not fit well into the hypocritical fundamentalism the 
region. The Reverend Luke Flowers, 
preacher, the Mudgetts and the Smeets formed the 
nucleus self-righteous Christianity which was not 
good terms with the McClungs. The schoolteacher, Mary 
Simonson, was favorite with Tod and his family but 
never would consider sending the children school. 
Though the McClungs entered but sparingly into com- 
munity life they were sociable. Roddy and Sudie were 
the first the family go. Sudie married (commonlaw) 
J., itinerant worker who finally deserted her after 
she had worked for him for several years. Sudie gradually 


Best 


drifted into the cheapest type prostitution. Roddy had 
the urge ramble, he-rounder like his grand- 
father. Tod put obstacle his way and the boy 
roamed the country for several years living his wits 
until died sudden heart attack. Before leaving 
home Roddy had known Earlene Smeets and the due 
course events Earlene was with child. Oddly enough 
the discovery this her parents turned their pharisaical 
Christianity into the real brand. Novelly enough Luke 
Flowers saved one soul from disgrace marrying Earlene 
and accepting the child. Tewp left home when landed 
job cowpuncher. Easily trapped beef-rustling 
scheme was caught and sent the 
Boy also gets the urge ramble and near the end the 
book prepares leave home. Tod sees his family 
disintegrating reluctantly allows the two younger chil- 
dren try other methods under Mary Simonson’s per- 
suasion. Buster goes school and time proves im- 
mense value helping Tod develop modernized farm. 
Lyndell lives town with Mary Simonson and there 
learns softer culture bring back when she returns 
the land. All Tod’s fears that removal from the land 
would spoil his children were proven groundless. the 
story ends Tod had wonderful bean ranch and two good 
children his crop. 


are left with somewhat the idea that children like 
beans follow their natural bent. Tod’s original bean seed 
was good and his crops became better and better. But 
then Tod cultivated his beans—he kept the tares and the 
cockle out. That was something did not with his 
children. The weeds nourished Piddle grew and 
choked out the good seed—only the two who were 
cultivated education and personal care did Tod find 
crop. And Tod’s children were his fault just his 
beans were his glory. was his credit least that 
learned some extent from his former errors. The char- 
acter Piddle completely obnoxious and objectionable 
—to give him free access the children Tod and Fay- 
belle did almost completely vitiates the characters other- 
wise built for them. There much profanity, vul- 
garity and some obscenity the book. There however 
some value and while this value does not outweigh 
the morally objectionable parts still offers some basis 
hard work, story the land and people close the 
land, story with virile and vital spirit that times 
admired. The book not recommended 
lightly but only the most mature and discriminating 
adults who will not harmed the objectionable 
material. 


Kruif, Paul. Kaiser Wakes the Doctors. 


Brace. Sept. 1943. 158p. $2.00. 


Without going into discussion the basic principles 
medical economics one can appreciate quite easily the 
fact that the present fee system medical practice 
unfair and outmoded. because interposes 
economic barrier between the ill and their treatment— 
outmoded because the light presentday advances 
medical treatment cannot made work. There are 
available two alternatives; the one, socialized medicine, 
the other, co-operative medicine. The first cannot 
tolerated because the evils inherent state control, 
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the second difficult application due the faults in- 
herent human nature. Co-operative medicine not 
has been tried several times the past succeed- 
ing ocassionally, occasionally failing. Yet today seems 
the only possible answer the problem adequate medi- 
cal care for all. 


Kaiser Wakes the Doctors Paul Kruif’s contribution 
the cause which relates the story certain men 
and groups who have made co-operative medicine spec- 
tacularly successful large scale and presents their 
belief that that type service can extended all. 
Henry Kaiser’s introduction industrial medical serv- 
ice plan not new—many other corporations have plans 
operation throughout the country—but novel 
that its service unlimited, that finances itself and 
thus removes the control from either government in- 
dustry leaving the hands the doctors where 
belongs. Henry Kaiser the author gives credit for the 
vision which induces him fight for universal adoption 
such plan while Dr. Sidney Garfield goes the credit 
for successful installation and operation the Kaiser 
service. 


his own initiative Sidney Garfield had set several 
independent medical service plans various temporary 
industrial sites. His plans involved complete medical 
care without limit any sort. After initial trials was 
able persuade workers that the payroll checkoff system 
was good, that health insurance whereby the cost being 
ill was shared among all was sensible and finally when 
the insurance companies paid him portions the pre- 
miums collected for industrial accident 
projects not only became self-supporting but also self- 
When Henry Kaiser began his enormous in- 
dustrial expansion the Far West Dr. Garfield was called 
upon and again after initial failures workable plan was 
evolved whereby for daily cost seven cents each 
worker could assure himself unlimited medical care. 
short time two large hospitals, now almost debt-free, 
were completed and foundation was established use 
the expected profits for further expansion. From the pro- 
fessional side Garfield’s plan succeeded because his medi- 
cal teams were not composed stumble-bums but 
alert well-trained men while the facilities they used were 
the most modern. working out the practical applica- 
tions his plan Garfield easily overcame the mistrust 
the workers working through their unions, the 
bankers showing how the proposition financed itself 
but his major problem still remains—the opposition 
tuling clique within the American Medical Association 
which condemns such practices unethical. first 
this opposition threatened kill his plan kills 
many others blackballing participating doctors but the 
national emergency and the common sense doctors and 
people alike blocked any attempt the A.M.A. puni- 
tive action. Although quiescent today this group sure 
oppose postwar extension co-operative medicine and 
will provide mighty struggle before downed. Finally 
California’s doctors organized Physicians Service which 
integrated with Garfield’s plan and simplified the task 
caring for other than Kaiser workers. Henry Kaiser him- 
self now advocates the establishment series decen- 
tralized Health Centers throughout the country the 
logical extension the Garfield plan. 


Loring 


Essentially the thesis the present book sound though 
suffers from the usual Kruifian defects—emotion- 
alism, sensationalism, universal generalization and over- 
simplification problems, all which tend give too 
optimistically distorted picture. The medical plans which 
advocates are worthwhile and will come but there are 
serious difficulties the line the personal equation 
which must dealt with and which will not solved 
easily. However since the book will stimulate public in- 
terest and public demand for further information the 
subject can recommended all those above the 
high school level. 


Loring, Emilie. When Hearts Are Light Again. 


Brown. Aug. 19, 1943. 292p. $2.00. 


This new Loring novel would combine romance, mystery, 
intrigue and daring story concerned with the present 
war, the menace the saboteur the progress pro- 
duction, and with the love story, too obviously incidental 
the more important work trapping the enemy the 
home front. reality the romantic element alone shows 
any sign development and this along the usual lines. 


Gregory Hunt, Captain the Army Air Forces, was re- 
leased from active duty resume his responsible position 
the Clifton Works, where sabotage had become evident 
repeated fateful consequences defective plane parts 
which had been traced the plant Benjamin Clifton. 
Gail Trevor had recently returned from Washington 
assume the responsibility managing her brother’s house- 
hold when his wife enlisted the WAAC and succeed 
Clifton’s secretary who had joined the WAVES. Gregory 
meets Gail his uncle’s office the day his return 
and the two recall their childhood comradeship. And 
the hero and heroine are introduced. Gregory threatens 
complicate the romance when becomes engaged 
Lila Tenny. Gail, too, more than little interested 
the new employee, Mark Croston, who has been most 
attentive and agreeable companion. However, when Lila 
breaks her engagement the eve her wedding day, 
Gail consents marry Gregory order avoid em- 
barrassment. Gregory had already decided that was 
Gail loved, and Gail’s misgivings about her hasty mar- 
riage all disappear before the story finds happy ending. 


The author dwells some detail Gail’s responsibilities 
secretary, housekeeper and even cook her brother’s 
home; with little less detail and explanation she pro- 
duces the clues the mystery being investigated the 
plant. woman suddenly appeared Gregory’s office 
and collapses after having disclosed that stranger had 
been pointed out her son who had left home fill 
important position the Clifton Works. The woman 
dies before she able tell the son’s name. clue 
the whereabouts the missing son almost immediately 
follows and the reader has difficulty identifying 
Mark Croston the impostor even before the evidence 
revealed. 


The style the author poor. The reader distracted 
the beginning the story the profusion adjectives 
and little originality evident throughout. When Hearts 
Are Light Again will not appeal the mature reader. 
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Gibbs, Philip. The Interpreter. Doubleday, Doran. Aug. 
20, 1943. 296p. $2.50. 


Philip Gibbs humane and decent man who wrote, 
Col. Newcome might have written, admirable brace 
commentaries the bloody doings 1914-1918. But, 
despite many attempts, has never really managed 
turn out first rate novel; and The Interpreter further 
off the mark than ever. There are more ways than one 
pulling off that very difficult trick, the political novel; 
there Disraeli’s fashion epigram and Belloc’s 
satirical lampoon; there the “straight” work Trollope 
and Berry Fleming; there Upton Sinclair’s flair for 
vivifying newsreel and fashion catalogue; and there 
Lewis’ tour force stunt Can’t Happen Here. Sir 
Philip has elected fill 296 pages with 
Socratic dialogue between John Barton, American press 
and radio correspondent Britain during the Blitz, and 
his Greek chorus interlocutors who range from lunch- 
room girl (only Sir Philip calls 
terms basball games “matches”, and has his American 
reporters familiarly quoting Bunyan something better 
than the Martin jargon that passes muster for 
colloquial Americanese with most British novelists since 
Dickens, excepting, course, the ineffable and ambislan- 
gual Wodehouse) Fort Worth, Texas, that 


isolationist par excellence, Val. Turner. 


The foregoing ought not suggest that The Interpreter 
unmitigatedly mediocre. The chapter-impression the 
present American president the tribute Roosevelt 
idolater, but, even so, might well satisfy more objective 
judge that shrewd and buoyant political personage. 
There are certain tentative gestures the direction the 
supernatural general and Catholicism 
which seem suggest that Sir Philip riding sort 
quest. And the book’s rhetoric whole noble 
enough, but too monotonously sustained other than 


fatiguing over 290 odd pages. 
Charles Brady 


McHugh, Vincent. Thinking Darling. 
Simon and Schuster. July 26, 1943. 292p. $2.50. 


Rousseau’s doctrines come imaginative life New 
York City this novel. The assumption that starts the 
story that fever, incited the hlehhana virus, 
spreading through the city. The symptoms the fever 
are kind euphoria... (a) great sense well-being. 
seems block the conscious controls. will. 
moral sense. sense responsibility” (p. 14). 


The people whom the fever seizes they please. 
Society becomes promiscuous; women take the lead 
making love. Very many persons seem have found 
their work repressive and leave wander around the 
streets attend the free movies. free. 
Money barrier equality and universal happiness; 
therefore, prices are non-existent. give some unity, 
some problem core, the central character social 
engineer, Jim Rowan, Acting Commissioner the Dept. 
Planning, who chosen Executive Assistant 
the Mayor. the fever progresses essential city services 
(police, fire, health, power, transportation, etc) suffer 
greatly because personnel Josses.. Jim has two worries: 
the first find his wife talented actress, who 
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has the fever and indulging imitations all sorts 
people. The second that finding cure for the fever 
while keeping the city running. Then, just his friend 
Doc Pete Jenkins discovers satisfactory curative drug, 
nature steps with cold wave that acts more quickly 
and universally deterrent. 


The story wildly imaginative, even nonsensical large 


part, but would not valueless were not for the au- 
thor’s continuous tendency describe suggestively the 
uninhibited sexual relations between all the major char- 
acters, the men the city offices and their staffs 
stenographers well the persons the streets. There 
seems valid reason why any normal person would want 
swallow this bilge. 


Hobson, Laura The Trespassers. Simon and Schuster. 
Sept. 14, 1943. $2.75. 


“Trespassers are forbidden here.” “It’s barbarism—the 
new barbarism. Damn these formal, careful officials— 
these heartless laws. Everywhere turn they treat 
were trespassing the earth These two 
quotations more less tell the story The Trespassers 
which protest against the heartless immigration barriers 
erected under economic pressure most modern nations. 
Specifically the protest lodged against failure the 
countries concerned lift those barriers for the people 
fleeing Nazi persecution well against the slow and 
heartless manner which many these cases were 
handled. There are two main stories—both woven about 
Vera Marriner the central character. Vera one 
sufficient but nevertheless aimless, distrustful and fearful 
under the veneer. The scene shifts rapidly between New 
York and Europe covering the story the Vederles, 
Austrian family for whose immigration Vera working, 
and the story her relations with the dominating Jasper 
Crown. 


Franz Vederle, prominent Viennese psychoanalyst, knew 
that Austria fell would any Nazi proscription 
list. Yet buoyed false hope and fearful the emo- 
tional upsets incident leaving established home and 
settling strange land, did little about save 
gather small fortune Switzerland. After the Anschluss 
1938 appealed Ann Willis, former patient, 
aid himself, Christa, his wife, and their two children 
immigrate America. Ann was burdened with other 
cases and turned this one over Vera. Vera immedi- 
ately underwent the complicated legal routine necessary 
for filing affidavits responsibility and settled back 
await results.. But the red tape the American consular 
service unwound slowly that over year was pass 
before the visas were granted. The Vederles were forced 
flee Switzerland and their agony was lengthened 
interminably technicality after technicality was piled 
the consulate. Definite emotional strains are set 
the various members the Vederle family and 
Christa’s case they culminated hidden neurosis which 
later proved fatal. During this time Vera gave every 
possible assistance within the machinery the law but 
finally went the State Department Washington 
get action. then the visas were further blocked 
until the summer 1939. 
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During these months Vera had been having affair with 
Jasper Crown. Casual first seemed develop into 
love and each began think the other true mate. Vera 
had been married but the marriage had broken and 
she was divorced. Jasper had married Beth Crown but 
was longer living with her. children both had 
been injured, had become distrustful humanity but 
yielded readily each other. The surrender was com- 
plete Vera’s part when she discovered Jasper’s great 
sorrow—the inability father child. Vera persuades 
Jasper reopen the old scar and investigate modern 
medical treatments sterility. consents, the treat- 
ment successful and she conceives child.. deceit 
Jasper forces his wife obtain divorce and the two 
plan marry. But the new radio network which Jasper 
proves tremendously successful and, under 
the plea that all his time should devoted his work 
but really because unwilling assume the burdens 
marriage, asks Vera have abortion. She re- 
fuses, they quarrel and part, Vera’s life collapses, she 
becomes mentally and physically ill and finally loses the 
baby accidental miscarriage. During the months 
suffering that follow she discovers parallelism between 
her misfortunes and those the refugees and dedicates 
herself helping the unfortunate. the meantime 
Jasper’s wife has discovered his deceit and has the divorce 
revoked. When knowledge the story spreads public 
ridicule becomes Jasper’s punishment. 


When Vera recovers from her illness she goes Europe 
and there meets the Vederles. Innumerable difficulties 
are still besetting their visa applications. bluff her 
part finally intimidates the consul and August 1939 
the visas are issued. The Vederles travel across France, 
rejoin Vera and are about embark when Christa’s 
neurosis terminates atypical pneumonia. She taken 
aboard ship but has lost the will live and dies day 
before the ship reaches New York. 


The author makes attempt discuss detail all the 
aspects the immigration problem but treats them 
only generally series swiftly moving passages in- 
terspersed throughout the book. Only one case treated 
detail—the story the Vederles (and despite their 
dificulties they were numbered among the fortunate) 
which powerful showing the stresses 
created people the injustices the present system. 
The primary appeal the book emotional. The parallel 
story—that Vera and Jasper the sordid side. 
not entirely unnecessary since the author was aiming 
parallelism suffering which made Vera dedicate 
herself more intensely the Vederles but could have 
been made much less objectionable. The evil points 
the book include unnecessary sordidness, Jasper’s excessive 
use profanity and the implicit condonation sexual 
immorality. Jasper was really punished for his pride and 
selfishness rather than for illicit sex. However both Vera 
and Jasper suffered for their sins, although the author 
does not specifically lead that conclusion, and 
the book not completely immoral. Since addition 
may well lead thinking people ponder over the evils 
existing immigration systems would seem have 
some value. However not for general distribution 
and should recommended only very mature adult 
who will not trapped its emotional appeal 
into unmerited praise the entire book. 


Laski Priestley 


Laski, Harold the Revolution Our 
Time. Viking. July 26, 1943. 419p. $3.50. 


this challenging book, Professor Laski maintains that 
the Anglo-American political and economic systems are 
ripe for revolution. The capitalist economic system can 
longer look forward period indefinite expansion 
output and income. Rather monopoly will stifle out- 
put, while technological progress will mean grave and 
continued unemployment. This will provoke crisis 
which the system cannot survive. 


The probable reaction capitalists prospective revo- 
lution will the staging counterrevolution, based 
the German and Italian models. Given conflict between 
democracy and laissez-faire, asserted, business men 
will sacrifice political freedom keep economic 
power. This was their way action prewar Europe. 
Their bitter denunciation what Laski terms mild and 
overdue reforms under the Roosevelt administration shows 
that their mentality different here. 


But counterrevolution will fail, since must lead war 
and destruction. Thus, possible, this phase develop- 
ment must avoided and the true revolution toward 
state planning economic life must fostered. Govern- 
ment must control four primary items, namely, capital 
and credit, imports and exports, land, and transport, fuel, 
and power. This control must achieved consent; 
otherwise will come through force with disastrous re- 
sults. Such control not inconsistent with certain kind 
freedom. Russian excesses, while admitted, must 
explained terms special historical conditions, not 
necessary concomitants socialization. 


the course the work, the author shows definite hos- 
tility toward religion, particularly what might termed 
institutional Christianity. 


Professor Laski not dismissed with hasty generaliza- 
tions. There much cogent reasoning and profound 
analysis his treatment. The present reviewer con- 
vinced that many his economic conclusions are sound. 
For example, since technological progress tends displace 
workers, capitalism must expand output face crisis. 
Yet business men often tend toward monopolistic, high 
price, low output philosophy. Furthermore, only few 
see the problem unemployment social question, 
contrast their personal problems profit and efficiency. 
Such attitude bound produce crisis, probably 
within the next ten years. There will strong tendencies 
toward dictatorial repressive measures, which may 
abetted may fought our returning army. But 
contrary the views the book question, can 
asserted that such developments, while possible and even 
probable, are not inevitable. Enlightened planning 
business and labor, conjoined with government, could 
lead solution our problems, and this within the 
framework essentially free enterprise and political de- 
mocracy. Such results can achieved, however, only 
transcend partisan politics and group self-seeking. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore. 

Train, Arthur. Yankee Lawyer. The Autiobiography 
Ephraim Tutt. Scribner’s.. Aug. 23, 1943. 464p. $3.50. 


you mentioned “June 1919” lawyer in- 
veterate reader The Saturday Evening Post, the date 


as 
~ 
5 
fa 
™ 
5 
2 
4 


Index 


might signify nothing unless you also added that the 
Post’s issue that week appeared Arthur Train’s first 
story about the firm Tutt and Tutt. Through the in- 
tervening years the character Ephraim Tutt has de- 
veloped that his achievements are now par with 
Robin Hood and his reputation secure. 


last have single volume the story the rise 
Eph Tutt from his Vermont boyhood days when bar- 
gained with Cal Coolidge for angleworms down the 
illustrious present. Fair (Enough) Harvard learned 
much law school but more human philosophy from 
Mr. Tuckerman whose paragraph advice epitomizes 
much Tutt’s life: 


They tell you out the Law School that the law 
wonderful science—the perfection reason. Wonder- 
law, Bible texts, writings the Christian Fathers, Ger- 
manic customs, myths, canon law, superstitions, scraps 
feudalism, crazy fictions, and long dead statutes. 
Your professors try bring order out chaos and 
make sense where the devil himself couldn’t find any. 
They turn you into metaphysicians instead lawyers. 
warrant that the top third your class will become 
teachers, the second third judges, and only the tail end 
successful lawyers. God help all ye! The law 
nothing but vast series individual stratagems. 
Usually has neither rhyme nor reason, having grown 
nobody knows how why and continuing exist 
out sheer mass contradictions and in- 
consistencies means which lawyers make living 
and politicians accomplish their evil purposes. So, 
Tutt, take the law you find and twist your 
ends—(he winked)—so long they good ones 
(p. 41). 
Tutt’s future career showed the effects this advice. 
found the inconsistencies and the loopholes; twisted 
the law for good ends. Tutt’s life after Harvard had great 
legal variety. settled Pottsville, Y., for few 
years. There acquired his stovepipe hat, some clients, 
numerous yarns and innumerable fish. fact, the clients 
and the fish were closely allied for those who could not 
pay “often made for confiding piscatorial 
secrets far excess the value services” (p. 59, 
53). From the small town New York was the next 
move for Eph. Through Alger type circumstance 
assisted Boss Croker and was rewarded with deputy 
assistant district attorney’s job where picked in- 
timate knowledge criminal court procedure and muni- 
cipal politics. Then the firm Hotchkiss, Levy and 
Hogan. They were gilt-edged business, whose 


outer office resembled the foyer the Waldorf-Astoria, 
where clients came in, registered, and checked 
out. There was reception clerk “dickey”, striped 
trousers, and spats, and row messengers dressed like 
bell hops. You almost expected hear someone call 
“Front!” Files young men, bearing wire baskets piled 
high with papers, stalked back and forth the horizon 
like caravans laden camels. ... (Their) filing system 
equalled that Sears Roebuck, the lights burned all 
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night long and luncheon was eaten off trays all in- 
cluding the salaried partners, who came early, stayed 
late, and died young (p. 142-3). 


Eph didn’t last too long this mercenary game; there 
were personal problems, just wads dough involved, 
When the firm tried break will insanity grounds 
calling their own union”, whose opin- 
ions were neatly cut fit their clients’ body appeal, 
Eph quit. After partnership arrangement with Otto 
Wiegand there was launched the immortal firm Tutt 
and Tutt. 


The cement the autobiography the steady recital 
anecdote, beginning with the assault case which Tutt 
took the measure aristocratic Pratt both legally and 
physically, the Pottsville incident Old Doc Robinson’s 
gray mares, the fishing pool taken fee for saving 
cow, the kidnapping Nora, the story the lost will 
which eventually turned bookmark, and least 
fifty more. The building stone Eph’s (or Arthur’s, 
don’t know which) analysis “the higher law 
honor”, the Model features the law and its distinc- 
tion from justice. Finally, the color the building 
warm red and tan, blending Eph’s love humanity with 
his “hedonism”, his love the hot sun, the wind and the 
rain, with that being “around with the common crowd, 
share their rough jests, their problems and their troubles, 
smell the sweat their bodies, feel that part 
all and them” (p. 451). And his piscatorial anec- 
dotes must not forgotten for they really add the tan 
the building they did Eph’s face. 


Yankee Lawyer humorous, kindly, shrewd, exact 
counterpart Eph Tutt. only few minor passages 
does Eph over-generalize when classes the Church 
with the tyrants (p. 389). admits his metaphysics 
vague; fortunately does not make himself vulnerable 
making use much it. Yankee Lawyer full 
“the milk human kindness” that would shame 
were kept from the entire family. 
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